
ôIn November of 2012 BCCCPA will mark its 10 th 
year since it was founded by a group of parents of 
children with cancer. Through those years we have 
worked closely with the Oncology/Hematology 
and Bone Marrow Transplant Program at BC 
Childrenõs Hospital (BCCH) to develop relevant 
and meaningful activities and support for children 
with cancer or blood disorders and their families.  

BCCCPA identified ôFamily Financial Aidõ as an 
important component of helping a child/youth 
and family navigate the challenges of a cancer or 
blood disorder diagnosis. In 2011, we were able 
assist 54 families with financial help, raising 
$157,000 with nearly 90% going for ôcharitable 
givingõ to families. 

 Other programs offering respite and relaxation 
have included ôDate Nightsõ for parents; outreach 
to survivors and parents on Vancouver and the 
Gulf Islands by supporting a Patient/Parent 

Advocate position and outreach programming  for 
the Victoria General Hospitalõs pediatric Oncology 
program. BCCCPAõs outreach and involvement 
includes the funding of parent and family retreats, 
while also supporting cancer research. Weõre 
currently investigating possible recipients/
researchers for funds that have been set aside for 
pediatric cancer research. A new program/service 
initiated about 4 months ago is known as ôFood for 
Thought.õ This involves bringing ôhome cooked 
mealsõ for all of the children and family members in 
the BCCH oncology in-patient areas. 

BCCCPA has several friends and donors in many 
communities across British Columbia. It is because 
of these partnerships and relationships that we are 
able to do so much with so little. While weõre a 
small grassroots charity compared to most, we are 
transparent and accountable. BCCCPA welcomes 
the opportunity to join with you in ways that we 
can continue to support and cooperate in childhood 
cancer control. Many of our initiatives involve 
improving the quality of life for children and youth 
with cancer and their families.  

It is my definite privilege and honor to be a part of 
BCCCPA and all that it encompasses. 

Making a difference even in a small way is what I 
believe it is all about. We hope you agree because,  

òTOGETHER WE CAN.õ 

 

Dan Mornar  

 Welcome to BCCCPA!    
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BCCCPA offers a gratitude of thanks to Athletes in 

Kind for their donations of approx. $10,000 in 2011! 

Athletes in Kind organizes athletic and non athletic 

events to raise money for families battling 

cancer.  Their events include;  Pitt Meadows Day 

Head Shave, Canada Day Kid Fun Run, "kids help 

kids" race series and individual events hosted by 

team AIK members.  They also have a year round 

elementary school running program called the 

Athletes In Kind Km Club.  

Visit AIK online at: www.athletesinkind.com  

BCCCPA Receives $10,000 from AIK ~ Athletes in Kind for 2011!  

Cecilia Maerov, Dan Mornar & Suzanne Dunbar of 

BCCCPA, receive a major donation from òAthletes in 

Kindõsó Promotions & Race Director - Eric Muller  

(2nd left)ñat an honorary dinner in December 2011. 

òWe Help Families of Children with Canceró 

British Columbia Childhood Cancer Parentsõ Association  



Community service and volunteerism are two of the 
most important elements Foresters Membership 
provides, and the Tardi family embraces these 
opportunities as often as possible. Over the past 13 years 
the Tardis have attended many Foresters events - but itõs 
their volunteer efforts that seem to have had the greatest 
impact on their young sons. Committed to giving back to 
their community, the family has volunteered for many 
Foresters activities, including Christmas Toy Workshops 
where they helped to build toys for sick children.  
 

Volunteering has truly become a lifestyle for the 
Tardis. And giving back is 2nd nature to their boys.  
 

Jordan Tardi, a grade-9 student, recently raised $701.51 
that he has donated to the British Columbia Childhood 
Cancer Parents Association (BCCCPA) in memory of 
Quinn Dunbar, a boy who passed away from cancer in 
2008. The BCCCPA helps families who have children 
with cancer and who are struggling financially by 
providing them with financial aid.  
Jordan raised the money by setting up a haunted house 
in his garage, and he has since been nominated by his 
teacher and vice-principal for a Surrey Youth 

Recognition Award for community spirit.  

Both Jordan and his younger brother Tyler have said 
that they want to continue the haunted house tradition 
every year in support of the BCCCPA. 
Itõs proof that children learn by example. If you make 
an effort to teach your children the importance of 
helping others theyõll learn that itõs just something 
everyone should do. And theyõll keep on doing it. 

A Shining Example  ~ Foresters helps inspire a boy to keep giving back.  
Special points of 

interest:  

¶ Foresters Members 

son holds Haunted 

House Fundraiser 

in his garage on 

behalf of BCCCPA!  

¶ A òSpooktacularó 

effort raised over  

$ 700.00 !!  

¶ Be sure to look for 

Jordanõs Haunted 

house next fall!  

Jordan Tardi of Lord Tweedsmuir High School raised     

over $700 for BCCCPA with his Haunted House ! 
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Special points of 

interest:  

¶ BCCCPA Funds 

Childhood Cancer 

Research 

 

¶ BCGSC is a World 

Leader in genetic 

sequencing -  right 

here in Vancouver!  

 

¶ Potential advances 

in Neuroblastoma 

treatments due to 

our Donated Funds 

to Research!  

 

British Columbia Childhood Cancer Parentsõ Association  

One of BCCCPAõs mandates is to advocate for (and 
fund) research into childhood cancer discoveries, 
treatments and cures. As parents of children with 
cancer, we see value in research that is making a 
difference, as do you - our donors and readers.  

BCCCPAõs first major contribution was to the BC 
Genome Sciences Centre (BCGSC) of $10,000.00 that 
was matched by a òmirroró donor for a total of 
$20,000.00 - this, and a major contribution by The James 
Fund allowed the BCGSC to use their expertise in 
genomics & DNA sequencing   òto identify therapeutic 
targets in high -risk Neuroblastomaó. 

About the BC Genome Sciences Centre : 

Led by Dr. Marco Marra, they were the 1st in the world 
to sequence the SARS virus, and be established as a 
Canadian & world leader in DNA sequencing research. 
New -generation sequencing technology called Illumina 
dramatically reduces sequencing cost while improving 
its throughput. This technology at BCGSC can 
determine the DNA sequence of all genes in a cancer 
cell and detect their expression levels at the same time. 

 Statement of Purpose of the (BCGSC): òTo identify 
therapeutic targets in high -risk Neuroblastoma.ó 

The BCGSC collaborated on two projects with 
Neuroblastoma experts at the Hospital for Sick 
Children (Toronto), & the Childrenõs Hospitalõs of 
Philadelphia & Los Angeles. These collaborations 
would not have been possible without the generous 

donation from BCCCPA that enabled us to work on  
specialized Neuroblastoma research at the BCGSC.                               
Update of collaborations with other Centers : 

Early results from our sequencing experiments found 
that Neuroblastoma òqueen beeó cells from bone 
marrow metastasis of Sick Kids patients expressed B-
cell markers, normally found in leukemia and 
lymphoma cancers. These cells are thought to escape 
current therapies and contribute to tumor relapse. The 
potential clinical impact of finding the B -cell markers 
is significant, since it may suggest the use of existing 
leukemia and lymphoma drugs for treating metastatic 
Neuroblastoma in children.  

Look for our announcement later this year of 
BCCCPAõs next òResearch Projectó to be funded!  

Research Funding -  BCCCPAõs  $10,000 donation to the BC Genome Sciences    

Centre & more Research Project Funding to be announced in 2012!  

 Did you knowé Every year in BC approximately 150 Children are                    

 diagnosed with a life threatening cancer or blood disorder?  

L-R: Marco Marra (GSC), Simone Carpenter, Sasha 

Maslova (GSC), Olena Morozova (GSC), Gayle Nelson, 

Suzanne Dunbar, Dave Dunbar & Al Carpenter.  

http://www.bcccpa.org/
http://www.bcccpa.org/
http://www.bcccpa.org/
http://www.bcccpa.org/


    

www.rickyscentralcitymall.com  
 

On Sunday May 29th, 2011 RICKY's All Day Grill 
Restaurant at Central City Mall (Surrey), helped to 
kick off "BC's Biggest Breakfast!" Fundraiser.  
 
Mike Bains (owner) of Rickyõs knew the value of 
BCCCPA as a group that provides aide to families 
with a child with cancer, and are struggling 
financially, so they got involved again. They knew 
that funds raised from BCCCPA events are dispersed 
through  social workers at BC Children's Hospital, 
Surrey Memorial  & Victor ia General.                 

Though this was BCCCPA's 5th year of their 
"Breakfast" campaign, it was the second time that 
Ricky's became involved, and it was a great success!  
 
Click link about Rickyõs in 2010! http://
www.rickyscentralcitymall.com/community.html  

For more information on how to host your own 
breakfast on behalf of BCCCPA, please visit our 
website at www.bcccpa.org , click on "Fundraising", 
then go to òBC's Biggest Breakfastó and register. 

òBCõs Biggest Breakfast gets major support from RICKYõs All Day Grill!ó 

Special points of 

interest:  

¶ BCõs Biggest 

Breakfast campaign 

kicks off annually at 

the beginning of the 

month of May.  

¶ Rickyõs All Day Grill 

jumps in and 

supports BCCCPA 

for the 2nd year in a 

row!  

¶ Over $ 4500.00 

raised in a single 

day at a single 

venue!  

¶ Host your own 

Biggest Breakfast at 

anytime, anyplace, 

during the year!    

Just go onto our 

website & register.  
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Rickyõs All Day Grill donated money from every 

breakfast. Over $ 4500.00 was raised to help   

families. Imagine what Rickyõs will do next year! 

Mike Bains (R) & Dave Dunbar (BCCCPA Director)  

 Did you knowé In BC there are approximately 350 children with cancer &  

 blood disorders in ongoing treatment at any given time?  

Besides autograph signing by Mike Riley - QB of 
the BC Lions! (center), prizes were also raffled off!  

Special thanks to the kitchen staff and waitresses.   
We love your fashionable òBCCCPAó aprons!  

Christmas Family Ball Society donates $7,000 in 2010 & supports us in 2011!  

 

The Christmas Family Ball Society  is a non-profit 
organization that holds a yearly family dinner with the 
purpose of raising funds to benefit smaller fledgling 
Children's charities.  BCCCPAõs honoured to be chosen! 

As reported in Vancouver Magazine: 

Christmas Family Ball Charity Fundraiser (Nov 25, 2011) 

Ring in the holiday season this year at the annual 
Family Christmas Ball. Friends and families gather for a 
formal dinner to celebrate the spirit of coming together 
and giving back to the community. November's event 
marks the Family Christmas Ball Society's 47th year of 
fundraising for lesser -known childrenõs charities in 
Vancouver. All proceeds from ticket sales will be 
donated to the British Columbia Childhood Cancer 
Parentõs Association and Lasting Magic. 

For tickets & info visit : www.Christmasfamilyball.com  

Lisa Bailey and Mary Bonifacio  from The    

Christmas Family Ball Society  presenting a 
cheque for $7,000 to Cecilia Maerov (center) from 
the BC Childhood Cancer Parents'  Association.  

Venue: Four Seasons Hotel at 791 W. Georgia Street 

Special points of 

interest:  

¶ The Christmas 

Family Ball Society 

honours BCCCPA for 

the 2nd year in a 

row!  

¶ BCCCPA Directors 

Les & Cecilia Maerov 

describe the event 

as òGorgeousó!  

http://www.rickyscentralcitymall.com
http://www.rickyscentralcitymall.com/community.html
http://www.rickyscentralcitymall.com/community.html
http://www.christmasfamilyball.com


September at Sun Peaks Resort and 100õs of cool 

Porschesé what an incredible  venue for BCCCPA to 

participate in!  

From a recommendation by past PCA-CWR member 

(Andrew Lee) BCCCPA became the òCharity of 

Choiceó for the Porsche Clubõs òEscape 2010ó. And, 

with help from Mr. Danny Ilias ñVP of the PCA-

CWR & the organizing duo of Michael Sanderson & 

Martha Walsh the weekend was memorable indeed.      

Besides the incredible array of German automotive 

eye-candy throughout the streets of the village over 

2.1/2 days, the weekend included a silent auction 

with a beautiful case of wine from Sumac Ridge 

Winery, a Bugatti Writing Set from Bennett Jones 

LLP,  an Escort 9500 IX Radar Detector from Mobile 

Solutions,  an HD DVD Player from Toshiba Canada, 

a òCountry Furnitureó Gift Basket, $700 in Glass 

Service from Mr. Fred Beck of the BROCO Auto 

Group, Canucks Tickets from A.C.T. Equipment 

Sales , 2 nights at the Sands Best Western and a 

number of other items that created a lot of bidding.  

Saturday nightõs short presentation about  BCCCPA 

by Dave Dunbar (Director) followed by the music 

video of Megan McNeilõs song òThe Will to Surviveó, 

gave the club members an understanding about  

BCCCPAõs mission. Then the exciting live auction 

began. It included an original, carved native mask 

from the òCRS Trading Postó at Britannia Beach 

(www. thecrstradingpost .com), Porsche themed 

works of art, a $3000.00 diamond pendant necklace 

(donated by Jim & Susan Pate) and other valuable 

goodies! We also want to thank Mario & Silvia  Erler 

of the Sun Peaks Lodge!  (www. sunpeakslodge.com) 

The live auction was made very fun & memorable by 

the talents of Mr. Tyler Olson of westcoastauctions.ca 

The weekend was a big success and raised approx. 

$10,000.00 for struggling families of a child with 

cancer in BCñThank You, PCA -WCR!! 

Porsche Club of America/Canada West Region, helps the BCCCPA Team!  

Special points of 

interest:  

 

¶ A car enthusiastsõ 

dreamé 100õs of 

Porsches!.  

 

 

¶ People from the 

local Sun Peaks 

community joined 

the fun - filled event . 

 

 

¶ Silent Auction & Live 

Auction were the 

highlights of the 

weekend!  

 

 

¶ $10,000 was raised 

benefitting 

BCCCPAõs Family 

Financial Aid 

Program. . 
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BCCCPAõs information tent was well visited  

during the òShow & Shineó event on Saturday. 

Did you knowé When a family has a child suddenly diagnosed with cancer, usually one 

parent quits their job to care for their child fulltime ñ could you  afford a loss of income?  

Amongst the 100õs of cars was this replica of the 

Porsche that James Dean crashed back in 1955. 


